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In 1964, the release of Dr. Bernard Rimland's book, Infantile Autism,
revolutionized the autism field by providing the autism community with much-
needed guidance on how to understand and treat individuals on the spectrum. He
single-handedly realigned the field from a psychodynamic, parent-blaming
perspective to a scientific, physiological course of action. This 50th anniversary
edition presents the original book with contributions from leaders in the autism
field, including Drs. Martha Herbert and Simon Baron-Cohen, who celebrate Dr.
Rimland's exceptional work, and place his findings within the context of autism
as we understand it today.

Bringing Dr. Rimland's findings up to date for a new generation of readers, this
book will be fascinating reading for parents and those on the autism spectrum as
well as professionals working with autism and anyone with an interest in autism
and/or psychological theory.
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In 1964, the release of Dr. Bernard Rimland's book, Infantile Autism, revolutionized the autism field by
providing the autism community with much-needed guidance on how to understand and treat individuals on
the spectrum. He single-handedly realigned the field from a psychodynamic, parent-blaming perspective to a
scientific, physiological course of action. This 50th anniversary edition presents the original book with
contributions from leaders in the autism field, including Drs. Martha Herbert and Simon Baron-Cohen, who
celebrate Dr. Rimland's exceptional work, and place his findings within the context of autism as we
understand it today.

Bringing Dr. Rimland's findings up to date for a new generation of readers, this book will be fascinating
reading for parents and those on the autism spectrum as well as professionals working with autism and
anyone with an interest in autism and/or psychological theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
Dr. Rimland is to be commended for presenting the first evidence that autism was a biological condition.
When his book was published, he was a lone visionary. --from the foreword by Temple Grandin, Ph.D.

This book is an unparalleled testament to [Dr. Rimland's] long and productive career, to his determination to
solve the puzzle of autism and to a brilliant and inquisitive mind. Please enjoy this book. It is a testament to
this man's exceptional journey to find answers to one of the most complex medical disorders of our time. --
from the foreword by Margaret L. Bauman, Ph.D.
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Dr. Rimland is to be commended for presenting the first evidence that autism was a biological condition.
When his book was published, he was a lone visionary. (from the foreword by Temple Grandin, Ph.D.)

Bernard Rimland was an astonishingly farsighted pioneer in drawing a road map towards a neuroscience of
autism. It is a fitting tribute that his seminal book, published fifty years ago, is made available to a new
generation of researchers, together with reflections on its influence on our understanding of autism today.
(Uta Frith, Emeritus Professor of Cognitive Development, University College London, UK)

Bernie Rimland's substantial impact on the field of autism can still be felt today. It is fitting that his legacy
be honored with this reprint of his original book which was written 50 years ago. The added commentaries
by today's experts highlight how Dr. Rimland's original insights permeate current perspectives on autism.
Every student of autism should read Dr. Rimland's book. (Geraldine Dawson, Ph.D., Director, Duke Center
for Autism and Brain Development, Duke University School of Medicine, US)

Bernard Rimland wrote with both passion and scientific fervor. The end result was a classic that reinterpreted
the prevailing view on autism by the medical profession. His book enriched our minds with a neurobiological
perspective that continues to generate interest across generations with ideas that are still relevant. (Manuel F.
Casanova, M.D., Gottfried and Gisela Endowed Chair in Psychiatry, University of Louisville, US)

While still in fellowship training in pediatric neurology, my chief Richmond Paine handed me a copy of the
book on infantile autism by Bernard Rimland and told me to read it. I was impressed by the book and began
to schedule young patients with autistic features. I got in touch with Bernard Rimland and offered to test
blood levels in children with autism in a serotonin laboratory I had just started. The rest is history - that
prescient book by Bernard Rimland to some extent altered my lifelong professional focus. (Mary Coleman,
M.D., President, Foundation for Autism Research)

Bernie Rimland was a pioneer in the field of autism. From his work in being one of the founders of the
Autism Society of America in 1965 to his work in setting up the Autism Research Institute, Bernie's legacy
is one of caring, compassion and results. As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Bernie's writings helping so



many impacted by autism, we also celebrate the strong legacy of this man and his work. (Scott Badesch,
President, Autism Society, US)

This book is a remarkable testament to where the neurobiology of autism began and thus where the
recognition of autism as a brain disorder originated. The understanding of the neural, cognitive, and genetic
basis of autism has come light years beyond its origins in this original treatise and is moving very fast. The
updates to the original chapters provide a wonderful sense of the distance that has been covered. I would
recommend this book to everyone with an interest in autism or as we call it now, autism spectrum disorder.
(Nancy Minshew, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry & Neurology, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine,
US)

Bernard Rimland's book "Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implication for a Neural Theory of
Behavior" (1964), was a pioneering effort, especially noteworthy because, as a parent as well as a scientist,
he stuck out strongly for an objective, science-based approach to understanding autism at a time when the
field was rocked by mysticism. The book was prescient, pointing at the connections between the underlying
neural deficits in autism, and effective behavioral treatment which are only today being proven. Rimland's
book, along with Rosalind Oppenheim's "Effective Teaching Methods for Children with Autism," were the
very first in the field, both strongly promoted objective, systematic behavioral strategies and both were
written by parents. Remarkable. (Travis Thompson, Ph.D., Professor, Special Education Program,
Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota, US)

About the Author

Bernard Rimland (1928-2006), Ph.D., was a psychologist and founder of the Autism Society of America and
the Autism Research Institute. After diagnosing his own son with autism, he undertook extensive research
into its causes, eventually publishing Infantile Autism in 1964. The book shattered the then-accepted myth
that autism was an emotional disorder caused by "refrigerator mothers" and gave hope to thousands of
autistic children and their parents. The thesis was so ground-breaking that it won The Century Psychology
Series Award for its significant contribution to the field of psychology. Having dedicated nearly 50 years of
his life to autism, Dr. Rimland's contributions to the field go well beyond this book. His work has improved
the lives of hundreds of thousands of individuals with autism and their families.

Stephen M. Edelson, Ph.D., is the director of the Autism Research Institute (ARI). Active in the field of
autism for over 35 years, he was named director of ARI in 2006 after the passing of autism pioneer and
advocate, Dr. Bernard Rimland. Dr. Edelson has conducted research in a variety of areas comprising
behavior, biomedical, sensory issues, and cognition; he has published peer-reviewed research articles with
many notables in the autism field, including Drs. Bernard Rimland, Ivar Lovaas, Temple Grandin, Melvin
Kaplan, and Margaret Bauman. Dr. Edelson is the consulting editor for the research journal Focus on Autism
and Other Developmental Disabilities. He is a participant on the Panel of Professional Advisors for the
Autism Society of America (ASA). He is a former ASA Board member and a past president of the Autism
Society of Oregon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Martin:

This Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a Neural Theory of Behavior by Bernard



Rimland, Ph.D. book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its
Implications for a Neural Theory of Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. without we know teach the one
who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Infantile Autism:
The Syndrome and Its Implications for a Neural Theory of Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. can bring
any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a
Neural Theory of Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. having fine arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Angel Sherrill:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a Neural Theory of
Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Glen Hall:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a
Neural Theory of Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. can make you feel more interested to read.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Infantile Autism: The Syndrome and Its Implications for a Neural Theory of
Behavior by Bernard Rimland, Ph.D. when you essential it?
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