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Chinese Modern examines crucia episodes in the creation of Chinese modernity
during the turbulent twentieth century. Analyzing arich array of literary, visual,
theatrical, and cinematic texts, Xiaobing Tang portrays the cultural
transformation of Chinafrom the early 1900s through the founding of the
People’' s Republic, the installation of the socialist realist aesthetic, the collapse of
theidea of utopiain the aftermath of the Cultural Revolution, and the gradual
cannibalization of the socialist past by consumer culture at the century’s end.
Throughout, he highlights the dynamic tension between everyday life and the
heroic ideal.

Tang uncovers crucia cluesto modern Chinese literary and cultural practices
through readings of Wu Jianren’s 1906 novel The Sea of Regret and works by
canonical writers Lu Xun, Ding Ling, and Ba Jin. For the midcentury, he
broadens his investigation by considering theatrical, cinematic, and visual
materials in addition to literary texts. His reading of the 1963 play The Young
Generation reveals the anxiety and terror underlying the exhilarating new
socialist life portrayed on the stage. This play, enormously influential when it
first appeared, illustrates the utopian vision of China' s lyrical age and its
underlying discontents—both of which are critical for understanding late-
twentieth-century China. Tang closes with an examination of post—Cultural
Revolution nostalgia for the passion of the lyrical age.

Throughout Chinese Modern Tang suggests a historical and imaginative affinity
between apparently separate literatures and cultures. He thus illuminates not only
Chinese modernity but also the condition of modernity as awhole, particularly in
light of the postmodern recognition that the market and commodity culture are
both angel and devil. This elegantly written volume will be invaluable to students
of China, Asian studies, literary criticism, and cultural studies, aswell asto
readers who study modernity.
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Chinese Modern examines crucial episodesin the creation of Chinese modernity during the turbulent
twentieth century. Analyzing arich array of literary, visual, theatrical, and cinematic texts, Xiaobing Tang
portrays the cultural transformation of China from the early 1900s through the founding of the People’s
Republic, the installation of the socialist realist aesthetic, the collapse of the idea of utopiain the aftermath of
the Cultural Revolution, and the gradual cannibalization of the socialist past by consumer culture at the
century’ s end. Throughout, he highlights the dynamic tension between everyday life and the heroic ideal.
Tang uncovers crucial cluesto modern Chinese literary and cultural practices through readings of Wu
Jianren’s 1906 novel The Sea of Regret and works by canonical writers Lu Xun, Ding Ling, and Ba Jin. For
the midcentury, he broadens hisinvestigation by considering theatrical, cinematic, and visual materialsin
addition to literary texts. His reading of the 1963 play The Young Generation reveal s the anxiety and terror
underlying the exhilarating new socialist life portrayed on the stage. This play, enormously influential when
it first appeared, illustrates the utopian vision of China slyrical age and its underlying discontents—both of
which are critical for understanding late-twentieth-century China. Tang closes with an examination of
post—Cultural Revolution nostalgiafor the passion of the lyrical age.

Throughout Chinese Modern Tang suggests a historical and imaginative affinity between apparently separate
literatures and cultures. He thus illuminates not only Chinese modernity but also the condition of modernity
asawhole, particularly in light of the postmodern recognition that the market and commaodity culture are
both angel and devil. This elegantly written volume will be invaluable to students of China, Asian studies,
literary criticism, and cultural studies, as well as to readers who study modernity.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Containing a series of penetrating analyses of landmark cultural works from the entire course of the
twentieth century, Chinese Modern represents the most comprehensive account of modern Chinese literature
that has ever been published in English. Tang aso illuminates—like no one has before—the various waysin
which the looming imperative of modernity has |eft its image on the imagination of modern
China.”—Theodore Huters, University of Californiaat Los Angeles

“Read Chinese Modern for ajourney through Chinas ‘long twentieth century.’” Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity.”—Norma Field, University of
Chicago

From the Publisher

“Containing a series of penetrating analyses of landmark cultural works from the entire course of the
twentieth century, Chinese Modern represents the most comprehensive account of modern Chinese literature
that has ever been published in English. Tang aso illuminates—like no one has before—the various waysin
which the looming imperative of modernity hasleft itsimage on the imagination of modern
China.”—Theodore Huters, University of Californiaat Los Angeles

“Read Chinese Madern for ajourney through Chinas ‘long twentieth century.” Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity.”—NormaField, University of
Chicago

From the Back Cover

"Read "Chinese Modern" for ajourney through China's 'long twentieth century.' Xiaobing Tang as guide
shows how imaginative sympathy for one's subject nourishes critical acuity.”--NormaField, University of
Chicago

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Solomon Pepper:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Chinese Maodern: The Heroic and the Quotidian
(Post-Contemporary Interventions). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we
know about how isimportant some sort of book Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-
Contemporary Interventions). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.



William Fiscus:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the
Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to read.

Jennifer Jackson:

This Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) are generaly
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Chinese Modern: The
Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Chinese Modern: The Heroic
and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving you an enormous of experience for instancerich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it
and revel in reading.

Stacy Abercrombie;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the
Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) publication written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Chinese Modern: The Heroic and the Quotidian (Post-Contemporary Interventions) as good book
not merely by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you haveto listening to a different sixth sense.
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