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Americans create 57% of the world's advertising while representing only 6% of
its population; half of our waking hours are spent immersed in the mass media.
Persuasion has always been integral to the democratic process, but increasingly,
thoughtful discussion is being replaced with simplistic soundbites and
manipulative messages.

Drawing on the history of propaganda as well as on contemporary research in
social psychology, Age of Propaganda shows how the tactics used by political
campaigners, sales agents, advertisers, televangelists, demagogues, and others
often take advantage of our emotions by appealing to our deepest fears and most
irrational hopes, creating a distorted vision of the world we live in.

This revised and updated edition includes coverage of the Clinton/Lewinsky
scandal, recent election campaigns, talk radio, teen suicide, U.F.O. abductions,
the Columbine shootings, and novel propaganda tactics based on hypocrisy and
false allegations.
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Americans create 57% of the world's advertising while representing only 6% of its population; half of our
waking hours are spent immersed in the mass media. Persuasion has always been integral to the democratic
process, but increasingly, thoughtful discussion is being replaced with simplistic soundbites and
manipulative messages.

Drawing on the history of propaganda as well as on contemporary research in social psychology, Age of
Propaganda shows how the tactics used by political campaigners, sales agents, advertisers, televangelists,
demagogues, and others often take advantage of our emotions by appealing to our deepest fears and most
irrational hopes, creating a distorted vision of the world we live in.

This revised and updated edition includes coverage of the Clinton/Lewinsky scandal, recent election
campaigns, talk radio, teen suicide, U.F.O. abductions, the Columbine shootings, and novel propaganda
tactics based on hypocrisy and false allegations.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Drawing on the history of propaganda and modern research in social psychology, this book reveals mass
persuasion in action -- not just the tactics, but why they work so well, and how we can protect ourselves from
manipulation.

From Library Journal
Psychologists Pratkanis and Aronson present a thorough overview of how individuals and the mass media
manipulate us using devious persuasive techniques. In order to understand how and why we are persuaded,
the authors analyze the various tactics people use to get us to comply; point out ways we might deal sensibly
and effectively with propaganda; and examine persuasion in a context of argument and debate. The authors'
quarrel with persuasive communication today is that, rather than using logical argument, it uses emotional
symbols to manipulate us. Advertisers, for example, use short, catchy, visually oriented messages to get us to
buy things we might not need. Pratkanis and Aronson skillfully summarize research findings from the field
of social psychology to illustrate their points. While a large portion of the book is devoted to advertising
techniques, the authors also examine media coverage of the Gulf War, cult leaders, and political elections.
Highly recommended for public and academic libraries.
- Gary D. Barber, SUNY at Fre donia Lib.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
In one brilliant tour-de-force, Pratkanis and Aronson give us...a comprehensive text of what we really need
to know about the most pervasive cultural phenomena of our time.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Age of Propaganda: The
Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Emily Scott:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Age of Propaganda: The
Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world



better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Age of Propaganda: The Everyday Use and Abuse of
Persuasion become your own personal starter.

Willie Bergeron:

This Age of Propaganda: The Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Age of Propaganda: The Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Marjorie Calhoun:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Age of Propaganda: The Everyday Use and Abuse of Persuasion. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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