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Political observersroutinely lament that American democracy is broken, and
many of them blame electoral malfunction. But is the system really broken?
Panagopoul os and Weinschenk make the case that citizens are empowered to fix
what’ s wrong with electoral politics and renew democracy in America, al within
the institutional setup and framework of the existing system. Put ssmply, much of
what is broken can be fixed if people stop throwing up their arms and start rolling
up their sleeves to do the hard work of building our democracy. This book
provides an overview of the basic features that characterize contemporary
electionsin the United States and includes discussions about voter participation
and decision-making patterns, money in elections, and the role of parties and the
mediain presidential, congressional and state and local races. It also outlines
some of the most important trends and challenges in the current system. Asacall
to action, each chapter features potential solutions to the challenges that exist in
U.S. elections.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Electionsfills an important gap in electoral studies. It manages to be part user’s
guide and part call to action, while at the same time maintaining objective and scholarly standards. Each
chapter discusses perceived problems, evaluates existing evidence, and offers suggestions for concerned
citizens. This book is perfect for the undergraduate classroom, community groups, or the general public.
Bottom line: if you need a good grounding in the problems and potential of the U.S. electoral system, thisis
the book for you. | can't wait to useit in my classroom!"

— Thomas M. Holbrook, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

" Jam-packed with crucial information about contemporary politics and elections, this terrific primer should
be required reading for serious students and citizens who want to understand the electoral process and back
up their opinions with facts."

— Charlie Cook, Cook Political Report and National Journal

"Thisisnot just a guide, but a perceptive, accessible synthesis of politics and political science. It exploresthe
pressures, patterns and motivations that drive our electoral outcomes -- and can change them. It's
enlightening, agreat read for political junkies, and a good one for any citizen who cares about democracy
and each individual's capacity and responsibility to make a difference."

— Robert M. Shrum, University of Southern California; Senior Advisor, Gore 2000 and Kerry 2004

"A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections offers a broad and engaging overview of electionsin the U.S. The brief
text provides students with a basic overview of electoral politics, situating the discussion in light of
important scholarship by political scientists. It also challenges students to engage in a broader discussion
about how citizens might engage to improve electionsiif they are dissatisfied with the current state of
democracy in the U.S. A valuable contribution at atime of high levels of cynicism and negativity in
politics!"

—Jan Leighley, American University
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undergraduate at Harvard University, Professor Panagopoul os was a candidate for the M assachusetts State
Legidature.

Aaron C. Weinschenk is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay,
where he teaches classes on American government and politics, Congress, public policy, urban palitics, and
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Percy Brown:

This book untitled A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections. Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides
to Politics and Public Affairs) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book retailer
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you
personally to past this reserve from your list.

Helen Woodson:

The book untitled A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides
to Palitics and Public Affairs) is the book that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could
possibly get the e-book of A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen
Guides to Poalitics and Public Affairs) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Derrick Tompkins:

You can find this A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides
to Politics and Public Affairs) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only

by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era



such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Evelyn Ross:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guidesto
Politics and Public Affairs) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this book A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in
America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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