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A woman not only needs a room of her own, as Virginia Woolf wrote, but also
the freedom to leave it and return to it at will; for a room without that right
becomes a prison cell. The privilege of self-directed movement, the power to
pick up and go as one pleases, has not been a traditional "right" of Iranian
women. This prerogative has been denied them in the name of piety, anatomy,
chastity, class, safety, and even beauty. It is only during the last 160 years that
the spell has been broken and Iranian women have emerged as a moderating,
modernizing force. Women writers have been at the forefront of this
desegregating movement and renegotiation of boundaries.

Words, Not Swords explores the legacy of sex segregation and its manifestations
in Iranian literature and film and in notions of beauty and the erotics of passivity.
Milani expands her argument beyond Iranian culture, arguing that freedom of
movement is a theme that crosses frontiers and dissolves conventional
distinctions of geography, history, and religion. She makes bold connections
between veiling and foot binding, between Cinderella and Barbie, between the
figures of the female Gypsy and the witch. In so doing, she challenges cultural
hierarchies that divert attention from key issues in the control of women across
the globe.
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A woman not only needs a room of her own, as Virginia Woolf wrote, but also the freedom to leave it and
return to it at will; for a room without that right becomes a prison cell. The privilege of self-directed
movement, the power to pick up and go as one pleases, has not been a traditional "right" of Iranian women.
This prerogative has been denied them in the name of piety, anatomy, chastity, class, safety, and even
beauty. It is only during the last 160 years that the spell has been broken and Iranian women have emerged as
a moderating, modernizing force. Women writers have been at the forefront of this desegregating movement
and renegotiation of boundaries.

Words, Not Swords explores the legacy of sex segregation and its manifestations in Iranian literature and
film and in notions of beauty and the erotics of passivity. Milani expands her argument beyond Iranian
culture, arguing that freedom of movement is a theme that crosses frontiers and dissolves conventional
distinctions of geography, history, and religion. She makes bold connections between veiling and foot
binding, between Cinderella and Barbie, between the figures of the female Gypsy and the witch. In so doing,
she challenges cultural hierarchies that divert attention from key issues in the control of women across the
globe.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Farzaneh Milani is professor of Persian Literature and Studies in Women and Gender at the University of
Virginia. She is the author of Veils and Words: The Emerging Voice of Iranian Women Writers and the
coeditor and translator of A Cup of Sin: Selected Poems by Simin Behbahani.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Words Not Swords: Iranian
Women Writers and the Freedom of Movement (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East). All type
of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mary Barrientes:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Words Not Swords: Iranian
Women Writers and the Freedom of Movement (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Paul Andrews:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Words Not Swords: Iranian Women Writers and the
Freedom of Movement (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) as your daily resource information.



Ruth Ford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Words Not Swords: Iranian Women
Writers and the Freedom of Movement (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism Words Not Swords: Iranian Women Writers and the Freedom
of Movement (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) as good book but not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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