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Because traumatic events are unbearable in their horror and intensity, they often
exist as memories that are not immediately recognizable as truth. Such
experiences are best understood not only through the straightforward acquisition
of facts but through a process of discovering where and why conscious
understanding and memory fail. Literature, according to Cathy Caruth and others,
opens a window on traumatic experience because it teaches readers to listen to
what can be told only in indirect and surprising ways. Sociology, film, and
political activism can also provide new ways of thinking about and responding to
the experience of trauma.

In Trauma and Memory, a distinguished group of analysts and critics offer a
compelling look at what literature and the new approaches of a variety of clinical
and theoretical disciplines bring to the understanding of traumatic experience.
Combining two highly-acclaimed special issues of American Imago edited by
Caruth, this interdisciplinary collection of essays and interviews will be of
interest to analysts and critics concerned with the notion of trauma and the
problem of interpretation and, more generally, to those interested in current
discussions of subjects such as child abuse, AIDS, and the effects of historical
atrocities such as the Holocaust.

Contributions by:  Georges Bataille, Harold Bloom, Laura Brown, Cathy
Caruth, Kai Erikson, Shoshana Felman, Henry Krystal, Claude Lanzmann, Dori
Laub, Kevin Newmark, Onno van der Hart, and Bessel van der Kolk. Interviews
with:  Robert Jay Lifton, Gregg Bordowitz, Douglas Crimp, and Laura Pinsky
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Because traumatic events are unbearable in their horror and intensity, they often exist as memories that are
not immediately recognizable as truth. Such experiences are best understood not only through the
straightforward acquisition of facts but through a process of discovering where and why conscious
understanding and memory fail. Literature, according to Cathy Caruth and others, opens a window on
traumatic experience because it teaches readers to listen to what can be told only in indirect and surprising
ways. Sociology, film, and political activism can also provide new ways of thinking about and responding to
the experience of trauma.

In Trauma and Memory, a distinguished group of analysts and critics offer a compelling look at what
literature and the new approaches of a variety of clinical and theoretical disciplines bring to the
understanding of traumatic experience. Combining two highly-acclaimed special issues of American Imago
edited by Caruth, this interdisciplinary collection of essays and interviews will be of interest to analysts and
critics concerned with the notion of trauma and the problem of interpretation and, more generally, to those
interested in current discussions of subjects such as child abuse, AIDS, and the effects of historical atrocities
such as the Holocaust.

Contributions by:  Georges Bataille, Harold Bloom, Laura Brown, Cathy Caruth, Kai Erikson, Shoshana
Felman, Henry Krystal, Claude Lanzmann, Dori Laub, Kevin Newmark, Onno van der Hart, and Bessel van
der Kolk. Interviews with:  Robert Jay Lifton, Gregg Bordowitz, Douglas Crimp, and Laura Pinsky
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Editorial Review

Review

An unusually informative, as well as sensitive, series of essays with important ramifications for
interdisciplinary theory and both social and literary thought. Caruth and her contributors work at the very
intersection of contemporary life and scholarship.

(Geoffrey Hartman, Yale University)

These essays offer fresh approaches on the subject of trauma from both a psychoanalytic and contemporary
theoretical point of view. The combination of theoretical articles about trauma with interviews about its
ongoing effects is a particular strength?and a particularly appropriate approach when the topic itself is
silence or testimony about trauma. The book will be of great interest to those in the psychoanalytic
community interested in this kind of interdisciplinary work.

(Alan Bass, Ph.D., Psychoanalyst)

Review

"An unusually informative, as well as sensitive, series of essays with important ramifications for
interdisciplinary theory and both social and literary thought. Caruth and her contributors work at the very
intersection of contemporary life and scholarship." -- Geoffrey Hartman, Yale University

About the Author

Cathy Caruth  is associate professor of English at Yale University. She is the author of Empirical Truths
and Critical Fictions, also available from Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Trauma: Explorations in Memory ended up
being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Trauma: Explorations in Memory is not only giving you more
new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Trauma: Explorations
in Memory. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Jimmy Borrelli:

The actual book Trauma: Explorations in Memory has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.

Tony You:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Trauma: Explorations in Memory can be your answer since it can be read by a person
who have those short extra time problems.

Natalia Burton:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually Trauma: Explorations in Memory. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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