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Examining works by some of the most famous prisoners from the early modern
period including Thomas More, Lady Jane Grey and Thomas Wyatt, Ruth Ahnert
presents the first major study of prison literature dating from this era. She argues
that the English Reformation established the prison as an influential literary
sphere. In the previous centuries we find only isolated examples of prison
writings, but the religious and political instability of the Tudor reigns provided
the conditions for the practice to thrive. This book shows the wide variety of
genres that prisoners wrote, and it explores the subtle tricks they employed in
order to appropriate the site of the prison for their own agendas. Ahnert charts the
spreading influence of such works beyond the prison cell, tracing the textual
communities they constructed, and the ways in which writings were smuggled
out of prison and then disseminated through script and print.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... not only important but also engaging ..."
The Times Higher Education Supplement

"Scholars of early modern literature will find much of interest here in the author's sensitive readings of
poetry and prose by both canonical and lesser-known writers; and those interested in the development of the
carceral system in the early modern period in England will find Ahnert's observations on its evolution both
informative thought-provoking."
Patrick J. Murray, Journal of the Northern Renaissance

"[Ahnert's] work is especially valuable to book historians in describing the way in which influences and
powers other than the author - editors, publishers, propagandists - shaped the literature of dissent in the
sixteenth century."
Larry E. Sullivan, SHARP News

"The inclusion of both Protestants and Catholics is a particular strength of the volume, as is Ahnert's use of
various methodologies ranging from book history, network theory, phenomenology and philosophy -
drawing on the work of Michel de Certeau - and close reading practices typically deployed by literary
scholars ... This is a strong first book and we can no doubt look forward to Ahnert's next project."
Victoria Van Hyning, British Catholic History

About the Author
Ruth Ahnert is a Lecturer in Early Modern Studies in the School of English and Drama at Queen Mary,
University of London. Her work focuses on the literature and culture of the Tudor period, with a specific
emphasis on religious history, prison writing and letter writing. Recent and forthcoming publications
examine prison scenes in early modern drama, trial narratives and Protestant letter networks. Dr Ahnert
serves on the Council of the Society for Renaissance Studies and is co-editor of the Society's Bulletin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Rise of Prison Literature in
the Sixteenth Century? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?



Herman Hernandez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Rise of
Prison Literature in the Sixteenth Century that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Rise of Prison Literature in the Sixteenth Century
become your personal starter.

Patricia Stroud:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Rise of Prison Literature in the
Sixteenth Century can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Rise of
Prison Literature in the Sixteenth Century.

Brooke Fisher:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book The Rise of Prison Literature in the Sixteenth Century. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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