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“This concise and lucid volume offers a satisfying survey of all the major
theories, from structuralism in the 1960s to deconstruction today, that have made
academic criticism both intriguing and off-putting to the outsider.” —New York
Times Book Review

 

“Literary Theory has the kind of racy readability that one associates more often
with English critics who have set their faces resolutely against theory. It’s not
just a brilliant polemical essay; it’s also a remarkable feat of condensation,
explication, and synthesis.” —Sunday Times (London)

 

“A concise guide to the most interesting and mystifying trends in the study of
literature over the last fifty years.” —The Nation

 

This classic work covers all of the major movements in literary studies in this
century. Noted for its clear, engaging style and unpretentious treatment, Literary
Theory has become the introduction of choice for anyone interested in learning
about the world of contemporary literary thought.

 

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of Literary Theory’s debut, Terry Eagleton
reflects on the state of theory in academia today, the growth of antitheory (itself
an interesting theoretical subject), its common-if problematic-place among
survey coursework, and theory’s continued relevance to scholarly pursuits. In this
contemporary, retrospective moment, as scholars critically analyze the incredibly
broad impact of the theoretical movement, Literary Theory remains an essential
initiation to the intellectually stimulating world of theoretical analysis.
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Terry Eagleton is John Edward Taylor professor of English literature at the
University of Manchester. His numerous books include The Meaning of Life,
How to Read a Poem, and After Theory.
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1960s to deconstruction today, that have made academic criticism both intriguing and off-putting to the
outsider.” —New York Times Book Review

 

“Literary Theory has the kind of racy readability that one associates more often with English critics who
have set their faces resolutely against theory. It’s not just a brilliant polemical essay; it’s also a remarkable
feat of condensation, explication, and synthesis.” —Sunday Times (London)

 

“A concise guide to the most interesting and mystifying trends in the study of literature over the last fifty
years.” —The Nation

 

This classic work covers all of the major movements in literary studies in this century. Noted for its clear,
engaging style and unpretentious treatment, Literary Theory has become the introduction of choice for
anyone interested in learning about the world of contemporary literary thought.

 

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of Literary Theory’s debut, Terry Eagleton reflects on the state of theory in
academia today, the growth of antitheory (itself an interesting theoretical subject), its common-if
problematic-place among survey coursework, and theory’s continued relevance to scholarly pursuits. In this
contemporary, retrospective moment, as scholars critically analyze the incredibly broad impact of the
theoretical movement, Literary Theory remains an essential initiation to the intellectually stimulating world
of theoretical analysis.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Before Literary Theory, there had been no textbooks for English. There had been guides to particular
authors, and even periods, but no single one book that could claim to be "essential reading"... Eagleton's
book-which clearly understands the discipline and institutions of English-offered this." ( Times Literary
Supplement , April 2009) "This book shaped the reception of theory in Britain for a generation." ( Times
Higher Education Supplement) Praise for the First Edition of Literary Theory " Literary Theory has the kind
of racy readability that one associates more often with English critics who have set their faces resolutely
against theory ... It's not just a brilliant polemical essay, it's also a remarkable feat of condensation,
explication, and synthesis ... Stimulating and entertaining." (Sunday Times) "This concise and lucid volume
offers a satisfying survey of all the major theories, from structuralism in the 1960s to deconstruction today,
that have made academic criticism both intriguing and off-putting to the outsider." (New York Times Book
Review) "A polemical, amusing and very informative introduction ... indispensable." (Jonathan Culler) "The
best handbook to those arcane ics and isms, both for academy members and for any civilians who, having
heard the distant roar of professorial cannons, might wonder what the skirmishing is about." (Voice Literary
Supplement)

About the Author
Terry Eagleton is John Edward Taylor Professor of English Literature at the University of Manchester. His
recent publications include How to Read a Poem (2006), The English Novel (2004), Sweet Violence: The
Idea of the Tragic (2003), The Idea of Culture (2000), Scholars and Rebels in Nineteenth-Century Ireland
(1999), and The Illusions of Postmodernism (1996), all published by Blackwell Publishing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

April Little:

The particular book Literary Theory: An Introduction will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Literary Theory: An Introduction is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Linda Yohe:

The publication untitled Literary Theory: An Introduction is the guide that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Literary Theory: An Introduction from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.



Barbara Roundtree:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Literary Theory: An Introduction can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Lois Bottoms:

The book untitled Literary Theory: An Introduction contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the
new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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