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In the mid-fourteenth century the Black Death ravaged Europe, leading to
dramatic population drop and social upheavals. Recurring plague outbreaks
together with social factors pushed Europe into a deep crisis that lasted for more
than a century. The plague and the crisis, and in particular their short-term and
long-term consequences for society, have been the matter of continuous debate.
Most of the research so far has been based on the study of written sources, and
the dominating perspective has been the one of economic history. A different
approach is presented here by using evidence and techniques from archaeology
and the natural sciences. Special focus is on environmental and social changes in
the wake of the Black Death. Pollen and tree-ring data are used to gain new
insights into farm abandonment and agricultural change, and to point to the
important environmental and ecological consequences of the crisis. The
archaeological record shows that the crisis was not only characterized by
abandonment and decline, but also how families and households survived by
swiftly developing new strategies during these uncertain times. Finally, stature
and isotope studies are applied to human skeletons from medieval churchyards to
reveal changes in health and living conditions during the crisis. The conclusions
are put in wider perspective that highlights the close relationship between society
and the environment and the historical importance of past epidemics.
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In the mid-fourteenth century the Black Death ravaged Europe, leading to dramatic population drop and
social upheavals. Recurring plague outbreaks together with social factors pushed Europe into a deep crisis
that lasted for more than a century. The plague and the crisis, and in particular their short-term and long-term
consequences for society, have been the matter of continuous debate. Most of the research so far has been
based on the study of written sources, and the dominating perspective has been the one of economic history.
A different approach is presented here by using evidence and techniques from archaeology and the natural
sciences. Special focus is on environmental and social changes in the wake of the Black Death. Pollen and
tree-ring data are used to gain new insights into farm abandonment and agricultural change, and to point to
the important environmental and ecological consequences of the crisis. The archaeological record shows that
the crisis was not only characterized by abandonment and decline, but also how families and households
survived by swiftly developing new strategies during these uncertain times. Finally, stature and isotope
studies are applied to human skeletons from medieval churchyards to reveal changes in health and living
conditions during the crisis. The conclusions are put in wider perspective that highlights the close
relationship between society and the environment and the historical importance of past epidemics.
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Editorial Review

Review
...is a fascinating read for anyone with an interest in this pivotal period for European History. (Caitlin McCall
Current World Archaeology, Issue 77/ June 2016)

“…there can be little doubt that this book is the result of an extremely dedicated scientific investigation,
which has brought together several different scientific methods of inquiry. Fellow historians who are
conducting research in the crisis following the Black Death epidemic will find this book extremely helpful.”
(Antonio Battagliotti Open History, 140)

About the Author
Per Lagerås is Associate Professor in agrarian history at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and
Doctor in Quaternary Geology at Lund University. Holds a position at the National Historical Museums in
Sweden and his main research interests are vegetation history, cultural landscape development and human-
environment interactions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Environment, Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary approach
to the late-medieval crisis in Sweden book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Environment, Society and the Black Death: An
interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval crisis in Sweden content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such
as it. So , do you even now thinking Environment, Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary
approach to the late-medieval crisis in Sweden is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Hilda Baker:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Environment,
Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval crisis in Sweden suitable to
you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Environment,
Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval crisis in Swedenis one of
several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.



Miriam Normandin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Environment, Society and the Black Death:
An interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval crisis in Sweden was colourful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Environment, Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary approach to
the late-medieval crisis in Sweden has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

William Moreau:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Environment, Society and the Black Death: An interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval crisis in
Sweden. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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