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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer
approach to trauma. She argues for the importance of recognizing—and
archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary and everyday
as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of
trauma studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private,
has overlooked the experiences of women and queers. Rejecting the
pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach
missing even from most feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to
engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide range of feelings in its
vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists
involved in act up/New York; readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie
Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by Jean Carlomusto and
Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the
bands Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and
literature give rise to public cultures that work through trauma and transform the
conditions producing it. By looking closely at connections between sexuality,
trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the
defining principles of a new construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma
catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political communities.
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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer approach to trauma. She argues
for the importance of recognizing—and archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary
and everyday as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of trauma
studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private, has overlooked the experiences of
women and queers. Rejecting the pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach missing even from most
feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide
range of feelings in its vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists involved in act up/New York;
readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by
Jean Carlomusto and Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the bands
Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and literature give rise to public
cultures that work through trauma and transform the conditions producing it. By looking closely at
connections between sexuality, trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the defining principles of a new
construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political
communities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An Archive of Feelings makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies by
insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book argues
for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of queer
identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!”—Judith Halberstam, author
of Female Masculinity

”Avoiding bullshit moralism and sentimentality, Ann Cvetkovich breathes new life into the study of trauma.
This is the book I looked for in so many libraries and bookstores and never found. It is not only brilliant but
totally necessary.”—Kathleen Hanna of the band Le Tigre

From the Back Cover
""An Archive of Feelings" makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies
by insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book
argues for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of
queer identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!"--Judith Halberstam,
author of "Female Masculinity"

About the Author

Ann Cvetkovich is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of
Mixed Feelings: Feminism, Mass Culture, and Victorian Sensationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John McGinnis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book An Archive of
Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q). All type of book could you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Victor Hubbard:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of



surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that An Archive of Feelings: Trauma,
Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Eugene Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like An Archive of
Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) which is keeping the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's observe.

Gerard Armstrong:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and
Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series
Q) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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